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Park Cleanup Continues

Extensive clearing of the dense Palm Beach Coun-
ry Estates Community Park is continuing. The non-
ative vegetation is being removed and carted

away. Expenses are being bome by the PBCE
Landowners Association and the Twisty Pine Playground Association. Expect to
see in the near future fencing going up around the perimeter and landscaping
being started to replace the vegetation. Volunteers again helped on December
1¢t, but much of the work is now being completed by heavy equipment.

We still need at least two more sponsors for the fence at $2,500. Steve and Shari
Murray of Municipal Technologies have already donated one section and Bob
Berman has offered to pay for the Areca Palms that will be put along the fence on
the southern border to shield the park from adjoining neighbors.

Also a big thank you to Denny of Big D Paving for his assistance with clearing
with the heavy equipment that he has been doing.

Officers and Committee Members

AT&T Will Move Boxes

For several years the Landowners Association and SIRWCD have been talking to
Bell South and AT&T about their two switching boxes located at the corner of 75t
Avenue and 155t Place in Palm Beach Country Estates. The concern was that
vehicles heading south on 75t Avenue had their vision of west-bound vehicles
approaching on 155t Place blocked from view.

Michael Danchuk from the Landowners Association had sent photos with the cor-
respondence showing the problems we felt were occurring. We are happy to re-
port that Gale English of SIRWCD in recent discussions with AT&T had come to
an agreement and was advised that AT&T will voluntarily move the boxes to the
north east comer of the canal and 75t just south of 155t. This is land under con-
trol of SIRWCD and the move will eliminate the concems our community had with
the intersection. The transfer should be completed within the near future,
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Donald Ross/ Jog Road Connection

Currently per Kathieen Farrell, of the County road department, bidding is sched-
uled for February 2008, and construction may start as early as early as April
2008. For those unfamiliar with the project the County is having two traffic round-
abouts placed at the end of Donald Ross Road. The first roundabout will connect
to 69th Drive. And the second will be just west of 69t drive and connect south to
Jog Road and the Mirasol development. There will be sidewalks built on both
sides of Donald Ross Road, and on the east side of 69t Drive. With the new ele-
mentary school being built in Mirasol the connection will make it easier for PBCE
residents to get to our new school, as well as provide another exit if the 1-95 inter-
change is ever blocked.

Mirasol Elementary

A new principal has been assigned to the soon
to be opened Mirasol Elementary School for the
2009 school year. She is Maureen Wemer of
Limestone Creek Elementary. There is going to
be a "Meet and Greet" at the Mirasol school
Wednesday, February 20 at 6:30pm in the cafe-
teria. Current students at Lighthouse and Bea-
con Cove were sent a letter from her regarding
this meeting. Parents of small children who are
not currently enrolled in school and will be af-
fected by this change should also attend the
meeting to meet the new principal and get infor-
mation on the new school.




Message from the President

We are starting another new year. A lot has hap-
pened in 2007. Several items | felt very strongly
about and supported are moving along. Scripps
has become a reality, even the nay-sayers and
those that wanted it built somewhere else, are
now agreeing that it will be good for our community and the north
county. The sound walls that allegedly could not be built because of our
low density, have been approved, and will eventually be put up along-
side of our eastern borders. For those seeking city water it is now here,
should be completed soon, and many of our residents are already
hooked up. The park is finally getting built as land is cleared, donations
are coming in, and soon we will see fencing and landscaping start.
Meanwhile our western borders are protected by state, and county fand
preserves. These things did not just happen, but were achieved by
strong volunteer support and efforts by our Association.

| feel our community is well protected from negative development and
impacts around us and our Association is strong. Therefore | have de-
cided not to run for reelection as President this May. | feel it is a good
time to. get new people involved, and hopefully we will have interested
residents step up and run for the positions that will be open.

In the upcoming new year | fee! the Association will have to work to-
wards getting the park done, monitor the Jog/Donald Ross connection,
and follow up on getting the sidewalk/pathways installed as have been
promised. Security will be an issue as more people move into the north
county, and we will likely need to be pro actively involved. But most im-
portantly we must continue to be unified while having fun, so Palm
Beach Country Estates will aiways be the best place to live in northern
Palm Beach County. Michael Darnchuft-President
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Donald Ross Landowners Association Meeting
November 13, 2007

11-13-07 - Meeting was called to order at 7:32pm Mike Danchuk, Presi-
dent, called the meeting to order. Mike introduced Lynn Home our new
Treasurer. Daniela Russeli decided not to run at the last election but
stayed on until Lynn was able to take over. Daniela will continue to do
the tax returns for the Association while Lynn will do the day-to-day busi-
ness. Mike wanted to thank Daniela for all she has done for the Associa-
tion. Also present was Chris Reinhardt Secretary. Board Officers,
Stephanie Duncan 2nd Vice President and Kevin Baker 1st Vice-
President were absent.

Treasurer's Report- Lynn said Daniela prepared the report she was
going to read. The operating account has $4604.83, legal has $6130.59.
Secretary’s Report- The minutes from the last meeting were printed in
the newsletter that was mailed to all the residents, copies were available
at the meeting and the minutes are posted on the web site. Chris had a
correction to the printed minutes. In the original minutes that were
emailed to board members Dan Weisberg from the Traffic Department
had stated “From the west, heading east it is expected to be 20 cars in
the moming and 150 cars per hour in the evening.” Going around the
roundabout from Jog Rd. and into PBCE. Somehow the number 20 was
changed to 200 in the printed version. The correct number is 20. A mo-
tion was made and seconded to accept the minutes with the changes.
Mike said the correction will be added to the website. Guest Speakers
— State Rep. Carl Domino was introduced by Mike. Carl introduced his
Senior District Legislative Aide Sheri Healy. He said if anyone had any
questions to call his office at 561-625-5176. First Carl explained the
different branches of legislative offices in the state of Florida. He said If

Min Cont. 11-13-07 ~ one of the most important jobs while they are in
session is creating a balanced budget and every 10 years they have
to redistrict. He said there are also a series of delegation meetings. If
anyone has an issue they would like heard all you have to do is call
his office and you will be given 3 minutes to speak to the delegation
on any issue you want. He said there is a series of these meeting in
November, December and January. Then in January the commitiees
meet in Tallahassee. The next issue was insurance, particularly wind-
storm insurance. He said since the last hurricanes and the cost from
the damage those storms caused, it's almost impossible to solve the
issue. He said hurricanes are one of the most destructive disasters.
He said the cost of the recent fires in California was estimated at $500
million to $1 billion and about 15 years ago there was an earthquake
in San Francisco, which damaged the freeways there, that cost about
$2 billion. Our series of hurricanes over the two years cost about $60
billion. Of that $40 billion was insured and had to be reimbursed. He
said because of their reform package insurance companies can't force
you fo carry windstorm insurance. The only problem with that is if you
have a mortgage the mortgage company can force you to carry wind-
storm. He said they made Citizens Insurance the insurance company
of first resort rather than the last resort. This way everyone should be
able to afford insurance. He also said even though they made signifi-
cant changes, which should have lowered insurance rates the rates
still raised. He said even more worrisome to them is some of the lar-
ger companies just won't even write insurance for Florida or the coast.
He said they have investigated the insurance companies, they have
turned down numerous rate hike requests and even frozen the rate for
Citizens two years in a row. He said there is a push for a national
catastrophic fund, which would match state funds and this, should
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PBCE Car - Motorcycle Show
May 4, 2008
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ries. Food will be available.
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AUTYOMODYIVE DARE

Peter Muirhead
Juno Beach Tire and Auto Center
13841 U.S. Highway One, Juno Bch, FL 33408
(561) 624-2211 Fax: (561) 624-0669 m‘:&gﬂ&fﬂ‘"
Email: junotire@bellsouth.net ASK ABOUT THE PBCE DISCOUNT

6uy DiVosta's
TRENDEX HOME CORP.
Continuing his family’s tradition of excellence.
CUSTOM SUPERIOR QUALITY
NEW HOMES - ADDITIONS
561-575-HOME (4663)
BUILDING CERTIFIED GREEN HOMES

Alien Neale

All o Eiren

+ Pump Repair & Installation

« House, Pool & Sprirnkler Pumps

 Pressure Tanks & Well Repair

» Water Softners « Iron Filters

» Odor Filters « Drinking Water Systems

 Monthly Service » Bacteria & Water Te:
EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

746-5664 .......

" Custom Homes - Remodels
Garages
Guest Houses - Pool Cabanas

Mother-in-Law Suites
Driveways
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Min. Cont. 11-13-07 make the insurance companies feel safer and
maybe they could fower their rates. Insurance has been a very frustrat-
ing issue for the legislature he said and that they had basically done
almost everything they can do. The other issue is property taxes. On
January 29th, along with the presidential primary you will also be able
to vote on property tax reform. He said there have been two special
sessions. The first one he became a bit of an outcast in his party be-
cause he voted to keep Save Our Homes, which caps the increase on
your taxes to 3% per year. Portability is also something they are work-
ing on. The last issue is the state budget. The state budget in the first
session was $74 billion. $30 billion comes from sales taxes, and the
rest comes from local tax revenues and state tax revenues and match-
ing funds. He said the largest amount of money spent goes to educa-
tion with includes K-12 grades and state colleges. The second largest
amount goes to health care and most of that goes to Medicaid. Most of
the money spent on Medicaid is used for prescription drugs. He said
due to slow home sales and lower tourist numbers they had a shortfall
of money coming into the state so the govemor vetoed some of the
things the lawmakers wanted to spend money on so they had to go
back for a special session to create a new budget. He said they cut
about $1 billion from the first budget. He invited anyone to come up and
see the state capital and possibly meet some of the legislators. He also
mentioned the messenger and page programs for the kids, 12-14 for a
page and 15-18 for a messenger. Kids from all over the state partici-
pate and Carl said it is really a good thing to have on a college resume.
A resident wanted to point out that we were having a hard time getting
the sound walls approved until someone contacted Carl’s office and
then some how we were approved. He just wanted to thank Carl for the
help. The resident also wanted to ask Carl about the tax reform vote
coming up. He said he has heard that people say they are going to vote
against the reform because they feel i's not enough. With the intention
of sending a message that the people want more of a reform. Carl said
he feels any type of a reform is a step forward and the Portability issue
is very important and should be passed. He also feels that if people
vote down the proposal the newspapers may see it, as the people don't
want tax reform. A resident asked about the portability. it were voted in
it would be retroactive fo January 2007. He said if the proposal were
voted in it would also include the $300 property tax saving for everyone
regardless if you plan on moving and using the portability. Another
resident asked about what was being built in the Abacoa area regard-
ing Scripps and Max Plank. He wanted to know what other things were
going to be built. Carl said Scripps and Max Planck have to become
established and gain grants for other businesses to move in. He said it
wouldn't be the bio-cluster that was originally planned. Some busi-
nesses may locate in other parts of the area but it will still bring in more
business. Mike said he wanted to thank Carl and Sheri for being one of
the most assessable State Reps he has ever worked with. He also
wanted to mention that Carl was instrumental in getting the law passed
where you don't have to carry windstorm insurance if you choose not
to. He also said Carl has really pushed for the portability issue. A resi-
dent asked about a personal income tax. Carl said he would never
allow that to happen. He doesn't feel it would work well in Florida be-
cause we are such a transient state. He feels we need to look at other
sources of revenue. For example, the Seminole Indian casinos. If they
are allowed to use casino style slot machine he feels the state should
get a part of that income. A resident asked what other businesses the
state is trying fo attract. Carl said there were some sports franchises as
well as the NASCAR Hall of Fame. He also said there also has been
talk about ethanol produced from sugarcane in conjunction with FPL.
Carl said Florida would be a good choice for solar or wind. Mike
thanked Carl and Sheri for coming. Old Business: Roads —Mike said

Min. Cont. 11-13-07 he did get a few calls where residents were inter-
ested in paving their own roads but that hasn't progressed from there.
There is going to be a meeting at the water control district and the engi-
neers had some new estimates. They are also getting ready to do the
Soiltac test behind the district shop. Park/Playground — Chris said the
next Clean-up/Work Day was December 1st and the new build date
was the last week in February. February 25-March 1 2009. Mike said
the park is moving along. There has been clearing done, surveys have
been done; estimates for the perimeter fence have been done. He said
in the last newsletter we are looking for donations for the fence. We are
going to use black chain link. Sponsors for each side of the fence at
$2500 each are being solicited. You will get a plaque with your name or
company name on it. A resident asked how much funds were in the
playground/park fund. Chris said she didn't have the exact number but
there was approximately $5000. Chris also asked if anyone had a front-
end loader to help pult stumps during the December clean up. A resi-
dent asked about who will maintain the park and why chain link was
picked rather than split rail, which would be cheaper. The water control
district will maintain the park and it was a safety issue regarding the
fence. Children could crawl through the split rail and with the canal
behind the park we want to make sure that doesn’t happen. Chris said
the playground would actually have its own fence. The playground
committee is selling pickets for the perimeter playground fence with an
inscription of your choice engraved on the picket. For a donation you
can purchase an engraved picket, engraved brick, playground compo-
nent or have your name or business name on the donor board. The
website is Twistypinesplayground.org. New Business: — Mike said he
has gotten some phone calls about break-ins and things being taken
out of cars and sheds. A resident said she lives on 72nd and 155th and
a number of cars had been vandalized. Chris said at the schools cars
are also being broken into.

A resident said she saw a man digging dirt from the road and putting it
in a wheelbarrow and bringing it back to his house. She asked if we
could put something in the newsletter about buying your own dirt and
don't steel it from the road. She wanted to know what she should have
done? Should she say something to him or call someone. Someone
spoke up and said next time call the police. This could cause washouts
or potholes. He said don't be afraid to call the Sheriff if you see some-
one doing something wrong. Ancther resident asked if the graders
could come the day after the garbage trucks. She said it always seems
the graders come before the trucks and after that the roads are in bad
shape. Another resident asked about the dirt the water contractor is
moving onto the roads, covering the shell rock. Mike said he would
mention it to Gale at the water district. Mike said he got a great result
from having his home inspected and got a discount on his windstorm
insurance. He said he used Janero, who lives in the neighborhood.
Someone else asked about the swales being redone and reseeded.
They are only sodding around the culverts that are washing in. Bob
Berman said there is some disagreement between the contractor and
the water district about how much restoration the contractor is required
to do. Bob said after the water project is entirely done the water district
is going to go through and redo most if not all of the swales.

Mike asked if there were any new neighbors. There were none. He
asked if there were any more questions. Bob spoke up and said if any-
one wanted to look at the most current engineer report he has it at his
office.

A motion was made fo close the meeting. Motion was seconded. Meet-
ing ended at 8:50pm. ‘

Respectfully submitted, @ Bewbards




